The Gospel from Carols

Joy to the World!

Psalm 98
December 17, 2023
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Introduction:

e Are you a happy person? Are you still searching for something to make you happy?

e The words happy and happiness are used 27 times in the NIV Bible ... The words joy and
rejoice are used 320 times.

1% Thessalonians 5:16

2" Corinthians 7:4

Isaac Watts wrote “Joy to the World” in 1719.

Other songs by Watts — “Marching to Zion™ ... “At the Cross” ... “When I Survey the
Wonderous Cross.”

e The inspiration of the song was not the birth of Jesus ... It was Psalm 98:4-8.

e Luke 19:40 ... Psalm 98

1. First Stanza — There is Joy when the King is Received:

Matthew 2:2
Matthew 2:8
c. Even today, there are people that reject Jesus because they see Him as a threat to
their personal desires.
d. John 1:11-12
e. Consider what the Magi went through to see this One born, King of the Jews.
i.  They were inconvenienced. — Some estimate they traveled 600 miles to
see Jesus.

ii.  They were Surprised — This King was not part of the Royal Family.

iii.  They Humbled Themselves — Matthew 2:11-12

iv.  Returning home, they felt gratified.

v.  They had correctly interpreted the special star. — Numbers 24:17
If you receive Jesus as the King of your life, you will receive a spiritual JOY
that you cannot find anywhere else.
John 6:35
Psalm 42:1
Luke 18:8-29
Acts 8
Joseph Marmian — “Joy is the echo of God’s Life within us.”
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2. The Second Stanza — There is Joy when the Savior Reigns:

a. Luke 9:57-62

b. Matthew 21

c. Someone once said ... “You can keep one foot in two different canoes for a
while, but eventually, you are going to get really uncomfortable.”

d. Revelation 3:20

e. There are two stages in a Christians life:
1. Jesus is the guest —
ii.  Jesus is the host —

John 15:11
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3. The Third Stanza — There is Joy when the Sinner Repents:

a. When someone on TV has cheated on their spouse, two things come to mind:
1. Galatians 6:7
ii.  Someone once said — “The pain of the harvest always exceeds the
pleasure of the sowing.”
b. Hosea 8:7

c. There is a wonderful joy when a sinner genuinely repents. — Acts 3:19
d. Luke 15:7

4. The Forth Stanza — There is Joy when Truth Rules with Grace:

a. Jesus brings Joy, because He is the balance between Truth and Grace.
b. John 8:10-11

c. Luke 19:2-9

d.

Someone once said — “Truth without love is legalism ... Love without truth is
sentimentality ... But speaking the truth in love, that is Christianity.”
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